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the rights of the minority. I do feel 
very strongly about that. I feel strong-
ly about it because, as I said when I 
was here last week, I served for 14 
years in the minority and I believe 
that we need to work as hard as we can 
to allow as many ideas as there are out 
there to address these concerns and 
have a chance to come forward. So that 
is exactly what we have done. 

Mr. Speaker, there were 14 amend-
ments submitted to the Committee on 
Rules, and I am happy to say that we 
have two bipartisan amendments that 
we have made in order and three 
amendments offered by Democrats, ex-
clusively by Democrats that have been 
made in order on this issue; and I know 
yesterday that the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. FROST), the ranking minor-
ity member, referred to the Gutierrez 
amendment as a technical amendment. 
I happen to be very strongly in support 
of the Gutierrez amendment. I think it 
is a very important measure. It needs 
to be addressed, but it is a Democratic 
amendment. 

So, Mr. Speaker, as we try to focus 
on issues of individual initiative, re-
sponsibility for one’s actions, while at 
the same time ensuring that those who 
are in fact really down and out and 
need to have as a recourse the filing of 
bankruptcy, I believe that as we look 
at those concerns that this legislation, 
when we pass this rule, will allow for 
an open discussion of the different al-
ternatives and the proposals that peo-
ple have, including the gentleman from 
Michigan’s (Mr. CONYERS) substitute, 
which we have made in order; and then 
at the end of the day I hope we can 
pass this and then move ahead and 
have action taken in the other body 
and a conference after years and years 
and years with so much hard work put 
into this. The gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. HYDE), the gentleman from Wis-
consin (Mr. SENSENBRENNER), and the 
others on the Committee on the Judici-
ary who worked on this finally have a 
product that the President will be able 
to sign. 

So I thank my friend again for yield-
ing me this time, and I thank him for 
his superb service on the Committee on 
Rules; and since I see two other mem-
bers of the Committee on Rules here, 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
HASTINGS) and the gentlewoman from 
New York (Ms. SLAUGHTER), I also 
thank them for their fine service on 
the Committee on Rules as well.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 3 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from Illinois (Ms. SCHAKOWSKY). 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentlewoman for yielding me 
this time. 

I strongly urge all Members to op-
pose this rule. Yesterday, Republicans 
on the Committee on Rules refused to 
make in order my amendment that 
would help three categories of individ-
uals who should be given an oppor-
tunity to get back on their feet while 
still being obligated to take responsi-
bility for their debts. Without my 

amendment, credit card companies will 
get more consideration than, one, men 
and women on active duty in uniform; 
two, victims of terrorism; and, three, 
unemployed Americans. 

As we stand within hours of war, we 
owe it to our soldiers in uniform to 
think about their financial vulner-
ability. My amendment would have 
made sure that the brave men and 
women who serve this country will be 
able to file chapter 7 exempting them 
from the rigid means test required by 
H.R. 975. There is a great possibility 
that the families of many of the men 
and women who go to war in Iraq will 
have economic problems. This past 
Sunday on ‘‘60 Minutes,’’ Mrs. Vicky 
Wessel, whose husband is a Reservist 
who was sent overseas, summed it up 
by saying: ‘‘Emotionally it’s been 
tough not having a husband around, 
not having a father for the kids; but fi-
nancially it’s been really difficult be-
cause a staff sergeant’s pay is a 60 per-
cent cut in pay from what my hus-
band’s regular job pays.’’

There are thousands of families like 
the Wessels. If we enter war with Iraq, 
we can expect that some of these fami-
lies will be forced to file bankruptcy, 
and they should not be subjected to the 
means test. 

Two, victims of international ter-
rorism. I do not believe anyone would 
argue that the victims of terrorism 
should be subject to the means test in 
the bill. As we all know, many of these 
families have lost loved ones who were 
their families’ primary breadwinners. 
After and during all of their grieving, 
they may find themselves as victims 
again of economic devastation. Mini-
mally they deserve the protection that 
chapter 7 bankruptcy affords them. 

Third, the unemployed. In today’s 
economy, 10 million unemployed work-
ers want jobs but cannot find them. 
More than 2 million unemployed work-
ers have run out of their regular State-
provided unemployment benefits and 
the emergency unemployment benefits 
they received under the temporary 
Federal program. Many of these work-
ers now have no jobs and no means of 
support. Two thirds of those filing for 
bankruptcy report a significant period 
of unemployment preceding their fil-
ing. My amendment would make sure 
that people who exhaust their unem-
ployment benefits would not be subject 
to the H.R. 975 means test. We should 
make sure that people who have lost 
their jobs through no fault of their own 
are able to file for chapter 7 bank-
ruptcy. We should make sure they have 
an opportunity to regain their eco-
nomic independence. 

And finally let me say that we should 
put the interests of American families, 
ordinary American families, people in 
uniform, people who have lost their 
jobs, people who are victims of ter-
rorism, before the interests of profit-
able credit card companies. 

Oppose this rule. Vote against the 
underlying bill. It is a bad rule and a 
worse bill that could not come at a 
worse time.
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Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I 
have no further requests for time, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, this has been a vigorous 
debate. We go through this often. 
There are some nice things I would like 
to say about two nice gentlemen also. 
One of them is the gentleman from Illi-
nois (Chairman HYDE), and the other is 
the gentleman from Wisconsin (CHAIR-
MAN SENSENBRENNER). 

These gentleman have ably, carefully 
taken in the views of witnesses, of 
thoughts and ideas not only about 
bankruptcy, but have included in that 
the thought processes of consumers 
and normal people and bankruptcy 
judges. These two gentlemen have 
worked diligently to make sure that 
this body, the United States Congress, 
has a chance to have before it not only 
good legislation, but legislation that is 
well thought out. 

In particular I would like to thank 
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Chair-
man SENSENBRENNER) for his patience, 
guidance and leadership to the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. HASTERT), 
the Speaker of the House, and also the 
body of the Committee on Rules, be-
cause the gentleman from Wisconsin 
(Chairman SENSENBRENNER) has done 
an outstanding job in making sure that 
today we have a great piece of legisla-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time, and I move the pre-
vious question on the resolution. 

The previous question was ordered. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LAHOOD). Pursuant to clause 8, rule 
XX, proceedings will resume on three 
of the motions to suspend the rules 
previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

H.R. 314, by the yeas and nays; 
H.R. 417, by the yeas and nays; and 
H.R. 699, by the yeas and nays. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. The re-
maining electronic votes will be con-
ducted as 5-minute votes. 

f 

MORTGAGE SERVICING 
CLARIFICATION ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question of sus-
pending the rules and passing the bill, 
H.R. 314. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
ROYCE) that the House suspend the 
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